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meaning and seciet of the universe, the law of all its laws,
the end of all its ends; so that he who trusts himself to it,
however lonely his path, lives and breathes in the strength
and joy of the Divine sympathy, and moves on the lines of
the univeisal order.

It is not uncommon to hear the power of this motive
readily admitted, at the same time that its claim to elevated
worth is denied. The present social crusade against religion
in France is no doubt animated by a sincere conviction that
the removal of its influence is indispensable to any further
step of moral advancement. This conviction has reference
so much more to the general character of cleiical sway over
the minds of men than to the particular aspect of religion
on which I have dwelt, that its contact with our subject is
by no means intimate. Yet questions of this kind may be
asked : * You say that Reverence is the highest of motives.
Is it then never to be postponed to compassion? and is the
pious persecutor, m his reverence for the Divine truth com-
mitted to the Church, bound, as he pretends, to stifle the
compassion which he feels fqr his victim? And are the
heretics wrong, in denouncing persecution as a crime?'
Concrete examples, like this, must first be resolved into the
two aspects which they always mix up together: viz. * What,
in point of motive, is right relatively to the agent in his
given position ?' and e What, in point of social effect, is the
right mode of action to be instituted under the supposed
conditions?' In settling whether or not persecution is a
crime to be prohibited by the statute-book, we answer the
second of these questions. In settling whether, in a com-
munity which legalises it without any suspicion of its being
a crime, a person officially engaged in it does his duty in
following the motive impelling to it or in following that
which withholds from it, we answer the first. With this
alone we have here to do: the other belongs to the objective
ethics, which have to select the reasonable action for carrying
out the moral motive.

In this view, persecution presents only a particular case of